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with her a treaty of " armed neutrality for the
attainment of the healthful goal of peace/' That
was only twelve days before the first great battle
with Napoleon!

Two days earlier, on the eighteenth, news had
reached Blticher's headquarters of the approach
of the great Emperor in person. On April I5th
Napoleon left St. Cloud; late in the night of the
16th he reached Mainz. His original plan had
been to unite all his forces and begin his campaign
on the Vistula; but he found himself blocked on
the Elbe, and it was evident that the first clash
would come in Saxony -whose frightened King
now fled to the Konigstein taking with him the
contents of his famous green vault and the rarest
pictures from the Dresden Gallery.

By the evening of April 25th Napoleon had
reached Erfurt, and on that same day Gneisenau
wrote to Hardenberg:

The enemy are crossing the Saale, still in small
detachments; but yet they are to be seen at every
traversable point. I believe that we are on the eve
of great events and that bravery will decide where
intelligence is lacking.

The "intelligence that was lacking/' it is safe to
infer, was on the part of King Frederick William
and of the Tsar Alexander who, realising the im-
portance of the encounter that was to take place,
had now come to the scene of war in person and
who were not as welcome there as they themselves